
Liturgy - The Parish at Prayer  

Before the pandemic we had a plan for the renovation of the church and parish offices. We had reached 85% 

completion of the offices when the pandemic stopped the public celebration of Mass. We have been able to 

complete many stages of the renovation of the church; we have almost finished.  

The first Holy Week, before we were able to have public Masses, the priest and the deacons and their wives 

celebrated Holy Week together and livestreamed the liturgies. This was at the beginning of the pandemic, it was 

an attempt to keep the prayer life, the liturgical life of the parish alive.  

With volunteers, we were able to keep the church open for visits during the pandemic. With nearly a 900-person 

capacity, it was reasonable to maintain social distance and allow parishioners to enter. We created low screens 

and celebrated confessions in the main church, with the high ceilings and lots of open-air space, we were able to 

be prudent and offer the sacrament. When public Masses were not possible, we had distribution of communion 

on Sunday’s and after public Masses we permitted we continued to have distribution of communion to assure 

parishioners had an opportunity to receive communion.  

When public Masses were permitted, we added Masses in the gym at the same time as the regular Masses so 

that once the church was full according to the social distance requirements, we could receive parishioners in the 

gym. They were not sent away. 

The feast of Our Lady of Guadalupe, at the height of the pandemic, we installed a large image of our Lady 

outside so that parishioners could come in their cars and remain in the open air. We temporarily installed 

stations outside so that parishioners could pray outdoors.  

While the pandemic was still very restrictive for the celebration of our faith, we celebrated the ordinations of 

three permanent deacons.  

During the pandemic, it was clear how consoling the church and the sacraments were for our parishioners. We 

were prudent, acted reasonably, and developed new ways for parishioners to receive the Eucharist and all the 

sacraments.  

 


